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School is out for the summer and the heat of the season has already arrived.  Some families will be heading out of town on vacation. For others, a “staycation” is the only option.  Staying in the area doesn’t mean that your family can’t explore the world.  You can travel anywhere you want to go by reading books, magazines, audio-books, and newspapers, for free from your local library.

Each year the library offers a summer reading program.  This year’s program  themed, “One World, Many Stories”, runs from June 13th through July 29th.  During the summer reading program, the library offers free storytime, movies, and special events for children and teens.  A child of any age can register for the program. Parents of young children can read aloud to their little ones so that they can participate in the summer reading program along with older siblings.  A free library card can be obtained from your library for all family members, permitting even young children the enjoyment of selecting their own library books.  

The library has books, magazines, and audio-books which will take you and your children into the past, into the future, or to visit a faraway country.  Sharing books by reading aloud and talking about what you read is a wonderful way to spend family time together.  Discovering new places, people, and animals through sharing books will help your child learn new words and ideas while having fun.
Many adults can recall their own summer memories of passing time reading their favorite stories on a porch swing or sitting on a blanket under a shady tree.  By joining your children in summertime reading, you are being a reading role model, showing them how much you value reading as a fun, enjoyable way to spend time.
Reading is the basis for all learning, including the understanding of math, science, and social studies.  Children who struggle in reading will find themselves slipping behind their classmates at school.  During the summer, reading skills and knowledge of new words decline if a child does not continue daily exposure to books and language.  

By enrolling your family in the library’s free summer reading program, you can take a positive step toward making reading and learning an enjoyable, anytime family priority, avoiding the usual “summertime slide” of children’s reading and learning skills.

Take a family trip to your local library today and sign up your child for the “One World, Many Stories” summer reading program. Through sharing library materials together, your family can experience free reading travels, adventures, and learning, creating lasting summer memories.

