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Mardi Gras Party to Benefit Smart Start Literacy Projects

The Region A Partnership for Children (RAPC) will host its eighth annual Mardi Gras fundraiser on Saturday, March 5th, beginning at 6:30 PM, featuring music by the Caribbean Cowboys.  The event will be held at the Great Smokies Center on Acquoni Road in Cherokee.  Tickets are $35.00 for the evening, which includes hors d’oeuvres, dancing, cash wine and craft beer bar, silent auction and door prizes.  All proceeds from this event will support Smart Start literacy activities in the seven westernmost counties, including Swain County and the Qualla Boundary.  

Smart Start literacy activities help young children develop the basic building blocks for early reading and language skills by making sure that they have access to high quality books in their homes and child care centers. These activities provide coaching to parents and child care professionals about how to read and tell stories at home and in the classroom so that children will be more excited about learning. With this excitement, children grow to a natural love of learning and a desire to read, which is the foundation for later success in school and in many aspects of life. 

One of the key Smart Start literacy programs serving Swain County is the Fontana Regional Library’s Reading Rover. The Reading Rover is a library vehicle, which is equipped with books, puppets, electronic equipment and a gifted storyteller who visits child care programs each month to “take the library” to child care facilities so that they will have access to library resources. Janice Edgerton, the Executive Director of the Partnership for Children describes “the Rover” as “an innovative and collaborative effort on the part of the library and the Partnership to reach out to child care programs throughout the Fontana region, including Swain County, in an effort to open doors to adventure and learning.”  

The other key Smart Start literacy activity in the region is the Raising a Reader program, which fosters healthy brain development, parent-child bonding and early literacy skills, critical for school success by engaging parents in a routine of daily book sharing and reading with their children. 

The Mardi Gras event promises to be great entertainment for all in addition to supporting important opportunities for children and families. For more information about the Mardi Gras party or for tickets contact Vance at 586-0661 or Harvey at 421-7977.

About Region A Partnership for Children

The Region A Partnership for Children administers North Carolina’s Smart Start and More at Four initiatives in the seven westernmost counties of the state and on the Qualla Boundary. The overall goal of the Partnership is to ensure that all children arrive at school healthy and prepared to succeed.
