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Mardi Gras King and Queen Crowned to Celebrate Dedication to Young Children

The Region A Partnership for Children held its seventh annual Mountain Mardi Gras Ball on Saturday, February 13, 2010 at the Mill Creek Golf and Country Club located in Franklin. The Mardi Gras Ball is an annual fundraiser in support of the Carolina Mountain Trust for Children and Youth, the Partnership sponsored endowment fund, which is used to honor and recognize children, families and child advocacy organizations in the seven westernmost counties of North Carolina and on the Qualla Boundary. 

Each year a Queen and King, selected from a group of nominees, are crowned at the event to celebrate outstanding examples of volunteerism on behalf of young children. Pictured are this year’s Queen Melissa Barker, Executive Director of the Swain County Family Resource Center and King Chuck Mallonee, Chief Court Counselor for the 30th Judicial District, enjoying the first dance of the evening. “Melissa and Chuck are inspiring examples of volunteer service to children and families,” said Janice M. Edgerton, Executive Director of the Region A Partnership for Children. “Their unassuming manner and tireless efforts to improve the lives of children in our region deserve our thanks and recognition.”

Over 90 partygoers braved the cold in costume and finery to dance the night away to the rocking sounds of the Caribbean Cowboys and indulge in fine Creole and Cajun cuisine prepared by the Rosewood Market.  The evening also featured a silent auction, including many fine gifts, art items and collectibles, donated by supporters from throughout Region A. Attendees collected party gifts of colorful beads, masks and doubloons along with their treasures won by the highest bidders at the auction.

We are honored to recognize the 2010 Mardi Gras King and Queen who will reign over western North Carolina until next year’s coronation and we’re grateful to all of the sponsors, donors, volunteers and attendees who made this event possible. At the end of the evening, Edgerton said,  “It’s clear that when it comes to children in Region A, neither extreme cold, nor snowy weather can keep our friends from coming out for children. This was a wonderful show of support for youth.”

About Region A Partnership for Children

The Region A Partnership for Children administers North Carolina’s Smart Start and More at Four initiatives in the seven westernmost counties of the state and on the Qualla Boundary. The overall goal of the Partnership is to ensure that all children arrive at school healthy and prepared to succeed.
