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Smart Investing Initiative Asks: What do North Carolinians Want for Their Children and the State?

The Region A Partnership for Children is hosting a new public engagement initiative on Thursday, November 19, 2009 in Waynesville at the Haywood County Offices on Elmwood Way from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. to help establish what North Carolina communities want for their youngest children and the future of the state. Funded by the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation and with participation from Lt. Governor Walter Dalton and Smart Start, Smart Investing brings together a diverse mix of citizens to begin a new dialogue about early education and children’s health in North Carolina.
“Smart Start’s 77 local Partnerships are each recruiting delegations of ten people who will attend both a local forum and a regional summit to learn, share, and find common ground regarding what the children of North Carolina need to thrive. The local Smart Start partnerships will leverage their networks to assemble local parents, business leaders, health care providers, education professionals and policy makers to determine children’s needs in every region and the state as a whole,” stated Janice M. Edgerton, Executive Director of the Region A Partnership for Children.

“The local forum in Waynesville will include invitees of Smart Start Partnerships from Region A as well as Buncombe, Henderson, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell/Yancey, Rutherford/ Polk, and Transylvania. An online community is being created so that those outside of the delegations may participate and inform the process as well,” said Edgerton. 
Three, larger summits will take place in early 2010 in Asheville, Durham, and Greenville. To learn more about this public engagement work, please visit www.smartinvestingnc.org
About Region A Partnership for Children

The Region A Partnership for Children administers North Carolina’s Smart Start and More at Four initiatives in the seven westernmost counties of the state and on the Qualla Boundary. The overall goal of the Partnership is to ensure that all children arrive at school healthy and prepared to succeed.
