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Smart Start Publishes 2010 Annual Impact Report

Smart Start is the state’s early childhood infrastructure. The 2010 Impact Report highlights Smart Start’s successful impact on North Carolina’s children - our future parents, workers, and leaders.

Communities Thrive When Children Thrive

North Carolina’s prosperity depends on our ability to ensure that all children have the opportunity to develop intellectually, socially and emotionally. A child with a solid foundation becomes part of a solid community and contributes to society. Science has shown that early experiences literally shape the wiring of the brain and strongly affect whether a child grows up to be a healthy, productive member of society. Smart Start is North Carolina’s investment in the success of its future leaders.  Communities rely on Smart Start to bring together all the people involved in a young child’s life to ensure every child has positive early experiences that promote healthy brain development. Smart Start raises the quality of early childhood programs ensuring that parents have reliable high-quality child care so that they are able to work. It offers family-focused programs and improves health care systems for children. 

Smart Start Results: 

A five-year analysis of children who received Smart Start assistance showed they were in higher quality programs compared to children receiving assistance from other sources. Other statistics demonstrated significant improvements in outcomes for children related to health, parent knowledge of development, and early literacy. For full report data please refer to the 2010 Annual Impact Report at http://hugh.ncsmartstart.org/uncategorized/smart-start-publishes-2010-annual-impact-report.

Early Education Produces the Highest Return on Investment

Long-term studies have shown that children who receive high-quality early childhood education were more likely to graduate from high school, own a home, have savings, and commit fewer crimes than their peers. The social, educational and economic benefits of quality early education are so clear that the U.S. Chamber of Commerce released a 2010 report saying, “Early childhood education has a tremendous impact on the national economic security and the viability of the American dream.” Nobel-prize winning economist James Heckman found that investments in early childhood development produce the highest return on the dollar, compared to other investments such as higher education and job training. That’s why North Carolina’s investment in Smart Start makes good fiscal sense.

Leveraging Funding For North Carolina

Smart Start is an incredibly effective and efficient private/public partnership.  Ninety-two cents of every dollar goes directly to services to ensure that children and families have the experiences they need to thrive. Additionally, since 1994, Smart Start has brought more than $413 million into North Carolina’s early childhood system in cash and in-kind contributions.

About Region A Partnership for Children

The Region A Partnership for Children administers North Carolina’s Smart Start and More at Four initiatives in the seven westernmost counties of the state and on the Qualla Boundary. The overall goal of the Partnership is to ensure that all children arrive at school healthy and prepared to succeed.
