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Western Carolina University Student Volunteers Assist Region A Partnership for Children
On Saturday, November 15th, more than a dozen Western Carolina University Students showed up on a cloudy and rain-threatened morning to provide volunteer labor to stop the flooding problem at the office building of the Region A Partnership for Children. For more than five hours the students worked digging a seventy-foot trench and installing a drain pipe to divert water away from the foundation of the Partnership headquarters at 116 Jackson Street in Sylva.
Western student volunteers from Sigma Lambda Chi, the Construction Honorary Society on campus and Pi Lambda Phi, a social fraternity worked hard to ensure the project’s success. “We are grateful to these students for their hard work and can do attitude surrounding this project,” stated Janice M. Edgerton, Executive Director of the Region A Partnership for Children. “These outstanding student volunteers saved us well over $1,000.00 in labor costs that would have been required without their assistance. Their hard work will result in the elimination of flooding in our basement where we store many of the materials we use to serve young children and families.”
Students participating in the project included Jared Roberson, Wil Owens, Sean Webster, Drew Carnes, Blaze Porter, Kate Vafai, Michele Bretz, Yotam O’vil, Christa Connor, Mike Kinlaw and Welzie D. Reed, Jr. This volunteer effort was coordinated by Katie Graunke, Program Coordinator at  the Western Carolina University Center for Service Learning.
About Region A Partnership for Children

The Region A Partnership for Children administers North Carolina’s Smart Start and More at Four initiatives in the seven westernmost counties of the state and on the Qualla Boundary. The overall goal of the Partnership is to ensure that all children arrive at school healthy and prepared to succeed.
